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4.1 An tiny bit of linguistic housekeeping

>
iee a souyuw
iie.€: a: 0.0l ul YW
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4.2 The diphthongs and Why less is more
>
ia ] us au ou ¥i wi ai ei
« Exercise 84.
> ia iav ian iam
} i9 iov ian iam
> us uav uan uam
> ¥i ¥iv ¥in ¥im
> wi wiv win wim
> au auv aun aum
> ou ouv oun oum
> ai aiv ain aim
> ei eiv ein eim
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4.3 Hiatus or How to yawn in Gaelic

@ Exercise 85. >

ma.e pu.e a.l

mo.o ni.e fo.e

a.e w.e Lii.1




20.244892


18.233418


7.000836


6.478385


6.7918553


9.848164


10.213873


7.3404293


7.2620616


6.870223


6.8963456


16.326437


Blas na Gaidhlig - The Sounds

Vowel/Diphthong
bidh [bi:] will be
binn [bi:N]] sweet
bruach [bruax] riverbank
eoin [jo:N] birds
fiach [fiox] debt
thuirt [huR[d]] said
tinn [ti:N7] ill

-

bithidh [bi.1]
bithinn [bi.IN'

bruthach [bru.ax]
Eoghainn [jo.IN]]

fitheach [fi.ax]

thubhairt [hu.sR[d]

tighinn [ti.IN]

Hiatus

will be

| would be
slope

Ewen (gen.)
raven

said

coming

>

piuthar [pju.er]

fhathast [ha.asd]

bhathar [va.ar]
duthaich [du:.1¢]

motha [mo.s]
siuthad [fu.ad]

>
athair [ahar] mathair [ma:hari] gathan [gahan]
nathair [Nahzri] cathair [kahi1r] bothan [bohan]
>
bodhar [bo.ar] ogha [0.9] gobha [go.9]

odhar [0.ar]

comhairle [k&.aRI8]

leabhar [Lio.ar]

>
aghaidhean taghaidhean spreadhaidhean
[¥.ijan] [ty.zjan] [sbrig.1jon]




33.20189


12.930569


12.564859


15.908484


7.418797
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4.4 Nasal vowels

>

After m-, mh-, n-

mathair [ma:har] mhill [vi:L] naoidh [Nuj]

Before -m, -mh, -n, -nn, -ng

am [alm] tamh [ta:v] aon [w:n]
fainne [fa:Nia] ceann [kialN] being [bé&inig]]
Near Disappeared Nasal
Ambhlaidh [adL1] innse [1:fo] comhnard [k3:naRd]
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4.5 Lenition
>
[e maxg] her son o [e vaxd] his son
[bual €] hit him! = [vual €] he hit
[na Lebr] in her bed = [na leb1] in his bed
[ga ka:Niay] criticising her o [ga xa:Niay] criticising him




34.090008


22.28249


Blas na Gaidhlig - The Sounds

>
Unlenited Lenited Example
Sound Sound

b v bLa: = gle: vLa:
bj Vj bjo: = gle: vjo:
p f pald’ = gle: fald’
Pj fj piaLagax > gle: fjaLagex
m \% mo:r = gle: vorr
mj Vj mjauLds = gle: vjauLda
f - fuer = gle: uar
fj j fju:N = gle: ju:N
d Y dona = gle: yona
di i dicreg = gle: jereg
t h tana = gle: hana
t h ti:N! = gle: hi:N!

hj tauN = gle: hjauN
g Y gorom = gle: yorom
g i dliar = gle: jiar
k X kas = gle: xas
ki (o} kia:R = gle: ¢a:R
L I Lefg = gle: lefg!
N n Nw:v = gle: nwv
N n NiiaLax = gle: niaLax
R r Rag = gle: rag
S h sl:Ndax = gle: hli:Ndex
I h Jerev = gle: herev

hj Jo:Lde = gle: hjo:Lds




107.99293


-

Slender Consonant + Front Vowel Slender Consonant + Back Vowel ‘

tinn [ti:N]] glé thinn [hi:N]] teann [tiauN] glé theann [hjauN]
teth [te] glé theth [he] tiugh [tu] glé thiugh [hju]
tearc [terg]  glé thearc [herg] tedma [toma]  glé thedma [hjo:ma]
sin [fin] shin [hi:n] seall [faul] sheall [hjaul]
seas [fes] sheas [hes] siuil [fu:l] shiuil [hju:l]

seéimh [Je:v]  glé shéimh [he:v] seol [forL] sheol [hjo:L]

@« Exercise 86. >

01 ma xas = kas | 06 11 16
02 07 12 17
03 08 13 18
04 09 14 19
05 10 15 20




42.08306


47.568493


Blas na Gaidhlig - The Sounds

@« Exercise 87. >

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Lenited = Past
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4.5.

1 Single lenition and jumping lenition

>

Unlenited = Order

théid [he:d] chi [gi:]
ni [ni:] shuas [hues]
fhathast [ha.asd] thugam [hugem]
Bhaltos [valLdas] dhachaidh [yaxi]

gheibh [jev]
shios [hias]
thalla [haLs]
fhéin [he:n]




62.84933


28.473652


glé [gle:] = glé mhath [gle: vah]

da [da:] = da chu [da: xu:]

mo [ma] = mo thaigh [ma hyj]

» |do [de] = cha do dhuin [xa da yu:Ni]

lenition caused by word

dhuin [yu:N]]

caileag mhor [kalag vo:r]

lenition caused by
grammatical context
moran thaighean [mo:ran hehan]

Single Lenition (which only affects the next word) ‘

= possessives and all derived forms D>

mo, do, a
gam, gad, ga
‘nam, ‘nad, na

am, ad

mo chat beag geal, a thaigh moér
‘'gam bhualadh, 'gad fhaicinn
'nam sheasamh, 'nad dhuisg
'am dhéidh, ’ad bhalach

= certain prepositions P>
a, bho, de, do, fo, mu, ro, fro
air

ar

bho chat beag geal
air bhior mor, air mhal moér

ar fhichead

= certain words >
aon, da, a’ chiad

glé, ro, gun, chan, bu

da bhord beag buidhe
gun bhord beag buidhe
bu bhord beag buidhe

= certain prefixes ’
deagh, droch, dearbh, priomh,
mor, beo, ath, leth, ard, so-,
do, mi-, co-, sior-, ioma-,

seann, ban-, efc

deagh bhord beag buidhe
leth bhord beag buidhe
sior thas mor

seann bhord beag buidhe




33.17577


38.71344


21.211445


25.338886


45.79226


Blas na Gaidhlig - The Sounds

>
= the infinitive particle a bu toil leam cat a bhualadh
= the relative particle a a bhuaileas, a dhuineas

= past tense and conditional >

with do dropped bhuail, dhuin, sheinn
with do/dh7do dh/na cha do bhuail, dh’thag, na sheinn
conditional bhuailinn, dhuininn, sheinneadh

*= comparative & superlative with f- >

as & nas as fthaisge, nas thaisge

* noun/noun determiner plus an indefinite plural noun >
common nouns pris thaighean beaga buidhe
moran, beagan, cus, forr... moran thaighean beaga buidhe
Jumping Lenition (affects all words in a group)

»  vocative P>

a a Dhomhnaill mhéir bhoidhich

= feminine nominative and prepositional nouns ’

caileag mhér bhoidheach

= the nominative definite article with a feminine noun >

a a’ chaileag mhor bhoidheach

» the definite article after a preposition irrespective of gender >
bhon &’ bhon a’ bhord bheag bhuidhe

bhon &’ bhon a’ chaileag mhér bhoidheach

» the genitive defininite article with a masculine noun >
noun + @’ dath a’ bhuird bhig bhuidhe

= slenderisation of a masculine noun >

noun + masculine noun dath buird bhig bhuidhe




7.5755324


21.733906


7.8367577


14.001574


5.61634


2.5861237


3.9183743


9.325723


3.8661292


2.4816337


/4

da chu mor geal

/A

bho chi mér geal

)

droch chu mor geal

e

cha bhuail mi

/4
nas fhearr buileach

A
bhon chu mhor gheal

>

/4

do chu mor geal

/7

aon chu mor geal

)

'nad chu mor geal

)

cha do bhuail mi

)

moran chasan fada

>

//,__ — I
on hu mhor gheal

~ A .
air a’ chriin bheag bhuidhe leis a chrun‘bheag bhuidhe

T
caileag mhor gheal

?-.:‘-.__:“"---..__*
fir mhora gheala

—

bhon da chu mhor ‘gheal
Yy

/;.='-' __-_A_
a’ chaileag mhérz]hea[
\or _—r

m’ fhir mhora gheala
"

>

p
leis a

=

——

beinn mhor gheal

chrun bheag bhuidhe

= __‘

-

ron deart-).Hicht.l“E“lHar*gheal
N4

a bhelnn mhor gheal

\ﬂ‘

a dhroch chiaé fhad;cham
¢ ¥



31.686787


30.981464


24.738056


